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LEVEL TWO - SOLO FEMALE 157

_Eu,m: to the LITTLE WOMEN
Indeed, it’s
I? Why are by Louisa May Alcott

(adapted by Shaun McKenna)

__ THE NOVEL IS PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN BOOKS

else would
lild and I'm
Ipportunity
iply won’t.
like you to
ke it or not.

JO MARCH lives with her sisters and mother in poor
circumstances. It is America in the 1860s and her father is
away fighting in the Civil War. News reaches the family
that Mr March has been wounded and is to be brought
home. The family are trying to scrape money together to
make this possible. JO has just sold her long hair to raise
money to care for her father. The family are shocked —
decent girls at this time always had long hair. Here, JO
explains what she has done. She minds a great deal more
about the loss of her hair than she is prepared to show.

JO: I hadn’t the least idea of selling my hair at first, but as I
went along [ kept thinking what I could do, and feeling as if
I"d like to dive into some of the rich stores and help myself.
In a barber’s window I saw tails of hair with the prices
marked; and one black tail, not so thick as mine, was forty
dollars. It came over me all of a sudden that I had one thing
to make money out of, and without stopping to think, I walked
in, asked if they bought hair and what they would give for
mine. The barber was a little man who looked as if he lived
merely to oil his hair. He stared rather, at first, as if he wasn’t
used to having girls bounce into his shop and ask him to buy

| their hair. He said he didn’t care about mine, it wasn’t the

fashionable colour, and he never paid much for it in the first
place; the work he put into it made it dear, and so on. It was
getting late and I was afraid, if it wasn’t done right away,

that I shouldn’t have it done at all, and you know when I




i)
Wil
M\
i

)
i
il
"l
W

i
i)
\

"UTRSE QUBW B 9ARY JIAD [[RYS [ JUIY) 3,UOP | S[qRMOJUIOD
os st doio e 1oy :Aq sor1013 jsed saquiawar 0 jsnl ‘oL
‘N0 03 31 9A1S 11,1 *dooy 01 aw 103 yoo[ Suo[ B 1o payoid
PUE 1T 12 JOO[ SW MBS URWIOM Y], "JJo So[ 10 e ue p, |
J1 se Jsourfe 3[9] 1] ‘peay Aw uo spua y3nol ‘uoys ayl A[uo
J[2] puUE 9[qe] AY) UO JNO PIe| Iy P[O Jedp J) MBS [ UdMm
o3uens 1[9) [ ‘Y3nor) ‘SSOJUOD [[IM [ “JRY) IYI] SI[JLI] A0
[QAIUS JOAQU T )1 JO PUD 3] SEM JBY) pue ‘s3ury) siy 103 uew
ay) J[IYM arey AW 1B JOO[ ISB] B 003 | "00) AULIE ) UL ST OYMm
‘uos arayy sem Awrwif Sulp[as yuom Irey jo aaids e pey
[ J1 Aep Aue Awwip mo 10 yonw se op p, [ "Ape| Sunok ay)
931[q0 pu® ‘SBWOY L, )1 YR, ‘A[pUDy 08 ‘pIBS pue pIeay oJim
s1y pue ‘Aem AAin Asdoy Aw ur £101S 9} P[O1 PUB PAJIOXD
Ioyye1 103 | 10 ‘puru sty paSueyd 1 Inq ‘Aes a1ep | ‘A[[is
sem J] "Auny ® yons ur sem [ Aym ApoBXa Wiy pjol pue ‘n
k1 0 WY pag3aq [ os :dn 11 9A13 0] 93ey | Sury) © op 0] LeIs

ADOTOHINY ONILOY  8S1




irror, |
i, for
18t neat

~ Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

: The WICKED QUEEN is an intriguing character in the story of
gan. Snow White. She hates any opposition to her belief that she is the
most beautiful woman in the world and will do anything, however
cruel, to achieve this ambition. Her hatred of the lovely Snow
White has become an obsession and she has unsuccessfully tried
several ways to have her murdered. In this scene, the story has
been placed in a contemporary context and the Wicked Queen has
decided to enter a ‘Miss World’ beauty contest. She is speaking

to the audience — but alternates between presenting her case as a
_1 contestant and reliving certain events in her life.

WICKED QUEEN: (Entering with a dramatic flourish) Well hello
everybody, I'm here! | don't think you need to look any further for
your Miss World. Why not save all the expense of a lavish show and
just crown me now. Why am | so sure” Who are you, dear, and what
do you know about beautiful women? Don't answer that, we haven't
got time to waste. Well you see, | have a magic mirror, and it is able
: to see all the women in the world, and then report back to me who
is the most beautiful. Every time | have asked it, well, apart from a
little hiccup a while ago, every time it has told me that | am the most
i beautiful. What was the little hiccup? Oh some poor girl who was
very lovely, but alas, (she takes out her handkerchief), she had a
most unfortunate accident. (She pretends to weep) I'm sorry, it does
so upset me when | think of her. | have such a tender heart you see.
| want peace and love for everyone all over the world. That is my
sincere wish. What talents do | have? Well, I'm a very accomplished
actress. Why, sometimes, to amuse my friends, | dress up as an old
witch and they tell me I'm really convincing. (She throws her scarf

., over her head and becomes the witch) Have | got anything that you
would like to buy, my dear? What about this pretty necklace? Yes, of
course you can try it on. Because it's poisoned, you stupid little girl!
(Coming out of character) Oh, sorry, | got a bit carried away there.

x—

F————.

Continued »
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Under Hypnosis

BRENDA is a teenage girl whose mother has taken her to a

hypnotist's show. In this scene, she becomes hypnotised and
reveals more than she realises.

BRENDA: This is not where | want to be. Mum had a spare ticket
to see this hypnotist and literally dragged me along with her, She
loves his show on telly, she gets really excited about it. I'm not
interested, | prefer The X-Factor, but when she said she'd buy me
a new pair of boots, if | agreed to go with her, how could | refuse?

So, here | am, ready to watch some idiots under hypnosis perform
their monkey tricks.

If I snuggle down lower in my seat, no one is going to take any
notice of me and I'll be able to doze off until it's all over. Now
what's happening? (Listens to a message over the loudspeaker)
Apparently a spotlight will fall on someone in the audience, who will
then be the subject of tonight's show. Oh, please don't let that light
fall on me. | promise I'll help more at home; I'll work harder in school
= anything, only don't let... Too late. How embarrassing. Everyone

in the world seems to be looking at me. (She walks on to the stage
and sits down)

My name is Brenda and | live in Harlow. I'm here tonight with my
Mum - under protest, | might add. I've never been hypnotised before

and, to tell you the truth, I'm a bit nervous. Yes, I'm comfortable,
thank you.

(She is immediately hypnotised and changes her manner and
accent) Don't patronise me, I've told you countless times, | was
nowhere near Tottenham on Saturday night. My boyfriend Sam
asked me to go with him to the movies but I'd seen the film and
wasn't keen to see it again, so we stayed at his place and watched a
DVD. His parents were away for the weekend, so we had the place
to ourselves. No, we didn't go to the High Street and we were not in
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